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30 CFR Ch. I (7–1–00 Edition)§ 75.1600

Subpart Q—Communications
§ 75.1600 Communications.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

Telephone service or equivalent two-
way communication facilities, ap-
proved by the Secretary or his author-
ized representative, shall be provided
between the surface and each landing
of main shafts and slopes and between
the surface and each working section of
any coal mine that is more than 100
feet from a portal.

§ 75.1600–1 Communication facilities;
main portals; installation require-
ments.

A telephone or equivalent two-way
communication facility shall be lo-
cated on the surface within 500 feet of
all main portals, and shall be installed
either in a building or in a box-like
structure designed to protect the facili-
ties from damage by inclement weath-
er. At least one of these communica-
tion facilities shall be at a location
where a responsible person who is al-
ways on duty when men are under-
ground can hear the facility and re-
spond immediately in the event of an
emergency.

[38 FR 29999, Oct. 31, 1973]

§ 75.1600–2 Communication facilities;
working sections; installation and
maintenance requirements; audible
or visual alarms.

(a) Telephones or equivalent two-way
communication facilities provided at
each working section shall be located
not more than 500 feet outby the last
open crosscut and not more than 800
feet from the farthest point of penetra-
tion of the working places on such sec-
tion.

(b) The incoming communication sig-
nal shall activate an audible alarm,
distinguishable from the surrounding
noise level, or a visual alarm that can
be seen by a miner regularly employed
on the working section.

(c) If a communication system other
than telephones is used and its oper-
ation depends entirely upon power
from the mine electric system, means
shall be provided to permit continued
communication in the event the mine
electric power fails or is cut off; pro-

vided, however, that where trolley
phones and telephones are both used,
an alternate source of power for the
trolley phone system is not required.

(d) Trolley phones connected to the
trolley wire shall be grounded in ac-
cordance with Subpart H of this part.

(e) Telephones or equivalent two-way
communication facilities shall be
maintained in good operating condi-
tion at all times. In the event of any
failure in the system that results in
loss of communication, repairs shall be
started immediately, and the system
restored to operating condition as soon
as possible.

[38 FR 29999, Oct. 31, 1973]

Subpart R—Miscellaneous

§ 75.1700 Oil and gas wells.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

Each operator of a coal mine shall
take reasonable measures to locate oil
and gas wells penetrating coalbeds or
any underground area of a coal mine.
When located, such operator shall es-
tablish and maintain barriers around
such oil and gas wells in accordance
with State laws and regulations, except
that such barriers shall not be less
than 300 feet in diameter, unless the
Secretary or his authorized representa-
tive permits a lesser barrier consistent
with the applicable State laws and reg-
ulations where such lesser barrier will
be adequate to protect against hazards
from such wells to the miners in such
mine, or unless the Secretary or his au-
thorized representative requires a
greater barrier where the depth of the
mine, other geologic conditions, or
other factors warrant such a greater
barrier.

§ 75.1702 Smoking; prohibition.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

No person shall smoke, carry smok-
ing materials, matches, or lighters un-
derground, or smoke in or around oil
houses, explosives magazines, or other
surface areas where such practice may
cause a fire or explosion. The operator
shall institute a program, approved by
the Secretary, to insure that any per-
son entering the underground area of
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the mine does not carry smoking mate-
rials, matches, or lighters.

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 60
FR 33723, June 29, 1995]

§ 75.1702–1 Smoking programs.
Programs required under § 75.1702

shall be submitted to the Coal Mine
Safety District Manager for approval
on or before May 30, 1970.

§ 75.1703 Portable electric lamps.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

Persons underground shall use only
permissible electric lamps approved by
the Secretary for portable illumina-
tion. No open flame shall be permitted
in the underground area of any coal
mine, except as permitted under
§ 75.1106.

§ 75.1703–1 Permissible lamps.
Lamps approved by the Bureau of

Mines or the Mine Safety and Health
Administration under Part 19 or Part
20 of this chapter (Bureau of Mines
Schedule 6D and Schedule 10C) are ap-
proved lamps for the purposes of
§ 75.1703.

§ 75.1707–1 New working section.
The term ‘‘new working section’’ as

used in § 75.1707 means any extension of
the belt or trolley haulage system in
main, cross, and room entries nec-
essary for the development of the mine
on and after March 30, 1970. Room en-
tries being developed as of March 30,
1970, with certified stop line limita-
tions as shown on the mine map and re-
treating panels shall not be considered
as new working sections.

§ 75.1708 Surface structures, fire-
proofing.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

After March 30, 1970, all structures
erected on the surface within 100 feet of
any mine opening shall be of fireproof
construction. Unless structures exist-
ing on or prior to such date which are
located within 100 feet of any mine
opening are of such construction, fire
doors shall be erected at effective
points in mine openings to prevent
smoke or fire from outside sources en-

dangering miners underground. These
doors shall be tested at least monthly
to insure effective operation. A record
of such tests shall be kept in an area
on the surface of the mine chosen by
the operator to minimize the danger of
destruction by fire or other hazard and
shall be available for inspection by in-
terested persons.

§ 75.1708–1 Surface structures; fire-
proof construction.

Structures of fireproof construction
is interpreted to mean structures with
fireproof exterior surfaces.

§ 75.1709 Accumulations of methane
and coal dust on surface coal-han-
dling facilities.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

Adequate measures shall be taken to
prevent methane and coal dust from
accumulating in excessive concentra-
tions in or on surface coal-handling fa-
cilities, but in no event shall methane
be permitted to accumulate in con-
centrations in or on surface coal-han-
dling facilities in excess of limits es-
tablished for methane by the Secretary
on and after March 30, 1971. Where coal
is dumped at or near air-intake open-
ings, provisions shall be made to avoid
dust from entering the mine.

§ 75.1710 Canopies or cabs; diesel-pow-
ered and electric face equipment.

In any coal mine where the height of
the coalbed permits, an authorized rep-
resentative of the Secretary may re-
quire that diesel-powered and electric
face equipment, including shuttle cars,
be provided with substantially con-
structed canopies or cabs to protect
the miners operating such equipment
from roof falls and from rib and face
rolls.

[61 FR 55527, Oct. 25, 1996]

§ 75.1710–1 Canopies or cabs; self-pro-
pelled diesel-powered and electric
face equipment; installation re-
quirements.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(f) of this section, all self-propelled die-
sel-powered and electric face equip-
ment, including shuttle cars, which is
employed in the active workings of
each underground coal mine on and
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